ACTION AND REFLECTION
because history has willed it. Yet I am the same
individual as ever."
"Then experience always leads to modifications
in the original plan?"
"Of course! Human beings, the materials upon
which the statesman works, are living matter.
That is why he is engaged upon a task very
different from that of the sculptor, who works
in marble or in bronze. My material is change-
able, complex, subject to the influence of the
dead, and also to the influence of women. The
whole substance is so plastic that inevitably the
consequences of action will differ at times from
what the doer had expected."
"Why do you speak of the influence of
women?" I inquired.
He never smiled when I tried out one of these
futile questions in the hope of "drawing" him.
Our previous talks had made me well acquainted
with his hostility to women playing any part in
political life.
"Women's influence is to me an unsolved
problem. On the whole I am of Weininger's way
of thinking, although he exaggerated towards the
last. I learned a great deal from Weininger's
book."
"It seems to me," I said, "that, like many
historical figures I have studied, there is too much
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